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Hanson Announces Candidacy for 57th District Assembly Seat 
 
Appleton – Small business owner Chris Hanson is announcing today at 5:45 p.m. that she is 
running to serve the 57th Assembly District, which contains most of Appleton.  Hanson is the 
President of Hanson Benefits, a successful local company that specializes in providing health 
care solutions for small businesses. 
 
“As someone who has lived in the Fox Cities for thirty years, I have become increasingly 
concerned with the direction in which our state is headed and believe that we are at a critical 
juncture.  The politicians in Madison have failed miserably in recent years.  Their solution to 
every challenge we face is to impose higher taxes, increase spending, and grow government,” 
Hanson said.  “I think it’s time to ask what we can do to unleash the entrepreneurial spirit of our 
citizens and create a tax and regulatory environment that will foster new jobs and investment.”  
 
Hanson noted that Wisconsin has lost almost 150,000 jobs since the recession began, while the 
Fox Cities have lost more than 13,600 manufacturing jobs since 2000.  And for the first time in 
history, Wisconsin now has more government jobs than manufacturing jobs. 
 
“As a small business owner, I know that it is impossible to spend our way to prosperity,” Hanson 
noted.  “I work with other employers everyday and I know how hard they are working to survive.  
We need to foster an environment where government at every level is seen as a partner to foster 
new jobs—not an adversary.” 
 
Having watched the majority party in Madison this past session, Hanson is especially concerned.  
“I think it’s clear that they have embraced an agenda designed to increase the size and scope of 
government in Wisconsin.  In 16 months alone, they voted to impose billions of dollars in new 
taxes and fees on Wisconsin’s employers.  And they embraced policies that will increase the cost 
of government too, like the lowering of the threshold on local projects required to pay the 
prevailing wage—an action that will increase the cost of hundreds of local works projects in 
Northeast Wisconsin.  I think government that is best is the government that governs least.  
Clearly, this has not been the ruling party’s belief during the past 16 months.  I believe the voters 
will realize that by lessening government control, more money will remain in their pockets at the 
end of the day.” 
 

(More) 



Hanson has been a licensed insurance broker since 1992 and started up her own company in 
2003.  She has achieved the designations of Registered Health Underwriter, Health Insurance 
Associate and Life Underwriters Training Council Fellow.  She is active in numerous 
professional, community, and religious organizations.  She is a graduate of Northern Michigan 
University.  In 2006, she received the Rising Star Award from the Heart of the Valley Chamber 
and in 2007 she was recipient of the Fox Cities Chamber’s Athena Award, given annually to an 
outstanding woman business leader.  In 2008, Hanson and her husband, Steve, were the co-
recipients of the Best Friends of Neenah-Menasha “Volunteer of the Year Award.”   Most 
recently, Hanson and two of her business competitors (all women) founded the Well City-Fox 
Cities initiative, bringing a proactive wellness program to over 45 employers and 32,000 
employees throughout the Fox Cities.  These three competing insurance brokers were able to set 
aside personal differences in an effort to advance and benchmark wellness in the workplace. 
 
Hanson’s heritage is deeply rooted in family, business and Appleton, as her father (WWII 
German POW) and mother (English) emigrated from England to Ontario, Canada, in the early 
1950’s for the opportunity for a better life.  After Hanson and her siblings were born, they again 
moved to Upper Michigan when her parents had an opportunity to pursue the American Dream 
of owning their own business.  Hanson later became a naturalized citizen herself and moved to 
the Appleton area 30 years ago. 
 
Currently Hortonville residents, Hanson and her husband have put their home on the market and 
are in the process of moving back to Appleton.  “Appleton is where my heart is, and I’m coming 
home,” Hanson said.  “I believe that Appleton voters deserve better representation, and I look 
forward to having an opportunity to knock on doors and connect with the voters of the 57th 
District.” 
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